




























































































































Poorly Known Property Types (8 contracts): 
• Survey to Assess the Status of Burial Mound Sites in Scott and Crow Wing Counties 
• Survey to Identify and Evaluate Indian Sacred Sites and Traditional Cultural 

Properties in the Twin Cities Area 
• Investigating Unrecorded Historic Cemeteries in Minnesota 
• LiDARAnalysis of Burial Mounds in 16 Counties 
• Study of 19th Centwy Masonry Ruins 
• Study of Historic Dams 
• Study of the Archaeological Potential of CCC Camps 
• Study of Minneapolis Neighborhood Parks Historic Landscapes 

Three to four additional RFPs will be advertised in late FY 2016 to be completed in FY 2017. 

Current 5 

Archaeologists 
There are currently perhaps 100 North American archaeologists living and working in 
Minnesota. About 60 of these archaeologists have advanced degrees and practice 
archaeology full-time in the state. About 50 of the advanced degree archaeologists work in 
cultural resource management (CRM) with 14 at Federal agencies, 12 at State agencies, 2 at 
Indian reservations, and about 20 at private contracting finns based in Minnesota. A number 
of out-of-state contracting finns also occasionally do archaeological work in Minnesota. 
Advanced degree archaeologists generally meet federal and state standards required to be a 
principal investigator on a public arch(;leological project and to obtain a state license. 

There are an unknown number of Bachelor's Degree-level archaeologists living in Minnesota 
who work on CRM field crews and do much of the analysis, report production, and record 
keeping for CRM contracting finns and agencies. Some of these jobs are seasonal. A few of 
these BA-level archaeologists work full-time for agencies, most notably the DNR cultural 
resource programs. 

Post-secondary Archaeological Education 
There are 13 full-time academic archaeologists in Minnesota who have advanced degrees and 
practice North American Archaeology. The University of Minnesota - Minneapolis has five 
full-time staff archaeologists in the Anthropology Department, but only one specializes is 
North American archaeology (Katherine Hayes), although another (Gilliane Monnier) is now 
doing some work in Minnesota. Archaeologists Rebecca Dean and Joseph Beaver are at the 
University of Minnesota-Morris with both specializing in faunal analysis. 

There are two North American archaeologists at Minnesota State University - Moorhead 
(George Holley, Rinita Dalan), three at St. Cloud State University (Mark Muniz, Debra Gold, 
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Rob Mann), two at Hamline University (Skip Messenger, Brian Hoffman), and one at 
Minnesota State - Mankato (Ron Schirmer). There is also one North American archaeologist 
at the Science Museum of Minnesota (Ed Fleming). Susan Krook teaches archaeology and 
anthropology at Normandale Community College. Carleton College has one archaeologist 
(Alex Knodell) who does some fieldwork in Minnesota, but is a Classical archaeologist. 

Public Archaeological Education 
The state continues to have few archaeological publications, archaeological museum exhibits, 
and archaeological fieldwork opportunities for the general public. University field schools 
are open only to college students and usually to students that are enrolled full-time at the 
sponsoring institution. The National Forest Service offers occasional short-term public 
excavation opportunities known as Passport in Time (PIT) projects, but these are limited to 
the two national forests in northern Minnesota and have not occurred for several years. 

The publication void was partially filled by the release of Guy Gibbon's book entitled 
Archaeology of Minnesota by the University of Minnesota Press in late 2012, although the 
book is meant more for professionals than the general public. Placing reports from the 
Statewide Survey of Historical and Archaeological Sites on the OSA webpage provides easy 
access to important recent archaeological information about Minnesota, but some of these 
reports are highly technical. The journal The Minnesota Archaeologist continues to be 
published once a year by the Minnesota Archaeological Society. 

A Plan for the Future 

The Office of the State Archaeologist (OSA) 
The first priority is to fully fund the OSA. The office has been significantly under-funded by 
legislative appropriation over the past several years. Band-aid approaches to closing the 
funding gap have been used and this type of funding is not guaranteed in the future. If a 
major shortfall occurs without one of the band-aids available, reduction of staff hours is a 
real possibility. This would prevent OSA from fulfilling its statutory and traditional duties. It 
is imperative that the basic OSA budget be fully funded by the Legislature. 

The OSA and the Minnesota Historical Society Archaeology Department (MHS-AD) have 
been closely linked for 40 years. They have been in the same building at Fort Snelling since 
1995, where OSA leases office -space from JVIHS. At Ft. Snelling, OSA shares access to the 
official state archaeological site files. JVIHS shares access to their archaeological collections, 
library, and laboratory. Peer interchange is very important to both OSA and MHS-AD. MHS 

' plans to create a new visitor's center at Ft. Snelling in the next five years. It would be best to 
keep both OSA and MHS-AD at Ft. Snelling, but if this can't be done they should be 
provided a new home together that has convenient public access and adequate facilities. It is 
imperative that OSA and MHS-AD remain together to continue their essential sharing. 
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Legislation 
The Field Archaeology Act (MS 138-31-.42) and to a lesser degree, the Private Cemeteries 
Act (MS 307) are in need of amendment to improve archaeology in Minnesota and clarify 
legislative intent. Legislative initiatives require considerable planning and consultation. The 
current State Archaeologist after retirement intends to stay involved in legislative efforts as 
he has been carefully examining the needs of both laws over the past 40 years. He can help 
draft legislation, help 'identify stakeholders, and assist in the consultation and legislative 
process. It is imperative that Minnesota Statutes 138 be significantly revised in the next 
few years with :respect to archaeology and history. 

The State Archaeologist in cooperation with the Minnesota Historical Society should ask the 
Legislature in 2017 to continue funding for the Statewide SunJey of Historical and 
Archaeologjcal Sites through the Legacy Amendment Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. This 
initiative has been responsible for major contributions to archaeological research and cultural 
resource management in Minnesota over the last five years. It is imperative that the 
Statewide Survey be refunded for the next biennium~ 

Development Plan Review 
MS 13 8.40, Subd. 3 requires all public agencies, not just state agencies, to submit their 
development plans to OSA and l\1HS if known or scientifically-predicted archaeological sites 
may be affected on lands they control. The majority of local governments do not conform to 
this requirement unless the project is required to have historic impact review under federal 
law (e.g., Section 106, NEPA) or under the Minnesota Environmental Policy Act (MS l l 6d). 
For instance, counties and cities rarely submit non-federal highway projects for OSA or :ivrn:s 
review, although such projects represent the majority oflocal highway development activity 
in the state and have great potential to hann archaeological and historical sites. 

The best way to help local governments comply with existing environmental review 
requirements regarding archaeological sites and thus help protect these sites, is to provide 
them with tools to do basic cultural resource assessments internally with minimum expense. 
The key tools are access to the archaeological site database and access to accurate predictive 
models for unrecorded sites. 

The OSA has been intensively working with MnDOT and :MnGEO to provide both of these 
tools. MnDOT and :MnGEO signed a contract in December 2015 to implement Internet 
access to the archaeological site file in late 2016. This access will be restricted to government 
agencies and professional archaeologists. It will ultimately serve as mechanism for 
archaeological data input as well as data output. Predictive models for archaeological sites 
could be provided as simplified version of MnDOT' s :MnModel application. It is imperative 
that professionals and agencies be given intemet access to archaeological inventories 
and accurate predictive models to improve cultural resource management and to 
reduce impacts to archaeological sites. 
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Archaeological Research 
Critical research needs include radiocarbon dates for certain sites and complexes, site 
locational surveys and site excavations in poorly known regions to establish basic cultural 
sequences and fine-tune predictive models, investigations of poorly known prehistoric 
complexes such as the Archaic, and a burial mound status field survey. University-based 
research will still have to take the lead in some of these investigations, especially those 
involving major excavations, but state level initiatives are essential to fulfilling others. The 
OSA should contribute staff time and other resources to further these research goals. 

Some of these initiatives may be funded through the Statewide SunJey of Historical and 
Archaeological Sites. The 25 projects undertaken over the last seven years have clearly 
demonstrated the value of the Statewide Survey to both cultural resource management (CRM) 
and archaeological research in Minnesota. The survey should continue its initial three-part 
focus: examining poorly known areas of Minnesota, examining poorly known historic 
contexts, and examining poorly known property types with the possible addition of a fourth 
focus: Providing Archaeological Education Materials. 

Examinations of all of these foci benefit state agencies and environmental review entities by 
providing information on where archaeological and historic sites are located, detennining 
which of these resources are significant (i.e., worthy of preservation), and increasing public 
awareness and appreciation for these resources. This information not only helps protect 
important sites, but can save agencies and developers substantial money by streamlining the 
review process and avoiding archaeological sites. 

A key Minnesota research need is a Mound Status Survey. Theodore Lewis and Jacob 
Brower first mapped most of Minnesota's 12,500 known burial mounds in the late 19th 
century. Some of these mound sites have not been visited by archaeologists in over 100 
years. The actual current condition of most mound sites is not known and very few have been 
officially authenticated by the State Archaeologist. LiDAR analysis has greatly aided mound 
condition assessments. While it is against the law to willfully disturb a burial ground, most 
land owners are unaware that mounds may be on their property and thus they do not know 
what to avoid disturbing. 

The Statewide of Historical and Archaeological Sites has been the most significant 
development in Minnesota archaeology during the 40 career of the current State 
archaeologist. It is imperative that the Statewide Survey continue to be funded to further 
archaeological research in the state. 

Archaeological Edu.cation 
Public accessibility to archaeological findings and interpretations has been greatly improved 
over the last 20 years by the Internet. Much of the on-line material, however, is either aimed 
at professionals or difficult for the public to evaluate as to accuracy and veracity. The 
redesign of the OSA webpage during 2015 is a major step in helping the public find out 
about and participating in archaeology. This website needs to be continually improved. 
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The limited amount of printed material available to professionals and the public is also a 
concern. In 1968, the Minnesota Historical Society started a publication series for both 
Prehistoric and Historic archaeology. The Historic Archae3ology Series only produced two 
publications, one in 1968 and one in 1969. The Prehistoric series produced 14 publications 
from 1969 through 1997. MRS has not published any archaeology since 1997 and none of 
the Historic or Prehistoric series books are still for sale by MRS Press. The lack of recent 
archaeological publications by MHS needs to be addressed. 

There is also a very limited amount of classroom materials for Minnesota primary and 
secondary students. This is mostly the fault of the professional archaeological community 
who are often too concerned about fulfilling their agency or business obligations to pay 
attention to public obligations. We all must remember it is the public that funds the great 
majority of our work and we must do a better job of letting them lmow what we are doing in 
plain language, helping students become interested in archaeology, and providing 
opportunities for the public to take part in archaeological activities. It is imperative that we 
do a better job with public archaeological_ education and involvement. 
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A glossary ofMimiesota archaeological terms can be found on the State Archaeologist's 
website at: 1http://mn.gov/admin/archaeologist/public/resources/glossaiy/index.jsp 

62 




